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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 



1 . Claims 1-4, 6-7, 9-12, 14-15, 17-20 and 22-23 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hall, Jr. et al. U.S. Patent 5,805,166. 

Referring to claims 1, 9 and 17, Hall, Jr. et al. teach a method, system and 
program comprising a graphical user interface (column 1, lines 6-10 and column 4, lines 
17-35), determining a usage status for at least one resource utilized by a computer system 
(determining the status of at least one icon associated with resources such as the 
computer, modem, server, etc., and displaying the associated status line adjacent the icon) 
(column 5, lines 12-34 and Figures 2A-2B), and responsive to detecting a window 
displayed within a user interface in association with a particular system element from 
among a plurality of system elements, adjusting a shading of a preexisting window 
element within the window to indicate the usage status of the at least one resource as 
utilized by the particular system element, such that a display area for specifying the usage 
of the at least one resource avoids utilizing additional screen real estate for creating a 
status indicator (upon detecting the display of a status window on the display screen with 
a plurality of icons, the color of the segmented status lines can be changed to indicate the 
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usage status of an associated icon; furthermore, as shown in Figure 4A, the segmented 
status lines are a part of the status window and are displayed adjacent the plurality of 
icons and frames the border of the displayed status window screen so that no additional 
windows need to be displayed to convey this status information; thus, the amount of 
display area utilized to display status information is reduced) (column 2, lines 20-49, 
lines 66-67 and column 5, lines 11-64). 

Referring to claims 2, 10 and 18, Hall, Jr. et al. teach determining the usage status 
for at least one resource comprising at least one from among a software element, a 
hardware element and a network element (displaying the color changes in the segmented 
status lines for icons representing resources such as the computer, modem, server, signal 
strength, etc.) (column 4, lines 60-67 through column 5, lines 1-11 and column 5, lines 
58-62 ; this is further shown in Figures 2A-2B). 

Referring to claims 3, 1 1 and 19, Hall, Jr. et al. teach detecting the window 
displayed within the user interface in association with a particular system element from 
among a plurality of system elements, wherein the plurality of system elements comprise 
at least one from among a software element, a hardware element, and a network element 
(the user can select a particular segment from among the plurality of status segments 
displayed on the status window, each of the plurality of status segments can represent 
components such as the computer, modem, server, etc.) (column 7, lines 38-47, column 9, 
lines 38-55 and further shown in Figures 2A-2B). 

Referring to claims 4, 12 and 20, Hall, Jr. et al. teach detecting the window 
displayed within the user interface in association with a particular system element from 
among a plurality of system elements, wherein the window is open within the user 
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interface (the user can select a particular segment from among the plurality of status 
segment lines shown on the open status window, to display detailed information or icons 
associated with the particular segment) (column 7, lines 38-47 and column 9, lines 38- 
54). 

Referring to claims 6, 14 and 22, Hall, Jr. et al. teach adjusting a transparent 
image overlay within the window element to indicate usage status (adjusting the color, or 
gray-scale value of the segmented status lines or flashing the segmented status lines to 
indicate usage status) (column 5, lines 41-64). 

Referring to claims 7, 15 and 23, Hall, Jr. et al. teach adjusting a transparent 
image overlay in a gradient increasing in a particular direction to indicate usage status 
(adjusting the color, or gray-scale value of the segmented status lines or flashing the 
segmented status lines to indicate usage status; for example, the segments representing 
signal strength can increase in a particular direction such as increasing from red to green, 
going through different shades of yellow in between) (column 5, lines 41-64). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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2. Claims 5, 8, 13, 16, 21 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hall, Jr. et at U.S. Patent 5,805,166, as applied to claims 1, 9 and 17 
above, and Torres et al. U.S. Patent 5,550,969. 

Referring to claims 5, 13 and 21, Hall, Jr. et al. teach all of the limitations as 
applied to claims 1, 9 and 17 above. Specifically, Hall, Jr. et al. teach detecting the 
window displayed within the user interface in association with a particular system 
element from among a plurality of system elements (the user can select a particular 
segment from among the plurality of status segment lines shown on the status window, to 
display detailed information or icons associated with the particular segment) (Hall, Jr. et 
al.: column 7, lines 38-47 and column 9, lines 38-54). However, Hall, Jr. et al. fail to 
explicitly teach the window is minimized within the user interface. Torres et al. teach a 
user interface which displays indicators (displaying marker icons indicating the positions 
of user selected items) (Torres et al.: column 1, lines 53-59 and Figure 3) similar to that 
of Hall, Jr. et al. In addition, Torres et al. further teach the ability for windows displaying 
indicator icons to be minimized (Torres et al: column 2, lines 54-64). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Hall, Jr. et al. and 
Torres et al. before him at the time the invention was made , to modify the interface for 
detecting displayed windows associated with a particular system element of Hall, Jr. et al. 
to include the minimized windows of Torres et al. One would have been motivated to 
make such a combination in order to conserve screen space to allow more information to 
be viewed on the display screen. 

Referring to claims 8, 16 and 24, Hall, Jr. et al. teach all of the limitations as 
applied to claims 1, 9 and 17 above. Specifically, Hall, Jr. et al. teach adjusting a shading 
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of a preexisting window element (adjusting the color of the segmented status lines, which 
are preexisting parts of the status window) (column 5, lines 1 1-30). However, Hall, Jr. et 
al. fail to explicitly teach the preexisting window element comprises at least one from 
among a title bar, a scroll bar, a frame handle, and a minimized window. Torres et al. 
teach a user interface which displays indicators on preexisting window elements 
(displaying marker icons indicating the positions of user selected items on the scroll bar) 
(Torres et al: column 1, lines 53-59 and Figure 3) similar to that of Hall, Jr. et al. In 
addition, Torres et al. further teach the preexisting window element being the window's 
scroll bar (Torres et al: column 1, lines 53-67 and column 3, lines 38-45). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Hall, Jr. et al. and 
Torres et al. before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the interface for 
displaying status information of Hall, Jr. et al. to include the display of information on the 
scroll bar, as taught by Torres et al. One would have been motivated to make such a 
combination in order to allow the user to know where the selections are with respect to 
the current window view; thus, without using any additional screen space, the users can 
constantly be aware of information related to an object, such as user selection, even when 
the objects have been scrolled out of sight. 

3. The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. § 1. 1 1 1(c) to 
consider these references fully when responding to this action. The documents cited 
therein teach similar methods of displaying status indicators on the display. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Ting Zhou whose telephone number is (703) 305-0328. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (703) 308-31 16. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 




217-9197 (toll-free). 



